Outdoor Nationals, Geneva, Ohi
July 16-19, 2026

Twenty Striders—fourteen women and six men— went to Geneva, Ohio, for outdoor
nationals, many of us staying in the Holiday Inn Express, where vice-president Jeanne Bowman
had worked her magic to secure a block of rooms for us as she does year after year. The hotel
was about ten minutes from the track, a quick hop away on I-90, and many of us arrived on
Wednesday to pick up our “packets” (only bib numbers and pins) and check out the facility. Spire
Academy, where the meet was held, has both an indoor 300-meter track and outdoor 400-meter
track and throwing and jumping areas. The plan was to use the indoor track for warm-ups and the
clerk of the course/call room and the outdoor track and field areas for the competition.

A very few athletes were able to compete Thursday morning before the meet was
suspended because of the extremely poor air quality. The wildfires raging in Canada and the
winds blowing the smoke to us near the shores of Lake Erie were the culprits. Linn Dunton was
able to compete in the hammer before the meet was called off. Fortunately, the meet organizers
and especially USATF Masters Committee vice-chair, Colleen Barney, were very good about
posting information via email and social media. The hope was that the meet could resume on
Friday, and Colleen lost sleep reworking the schedule and changing running events that had
prelims and finals to finals only, with flights if needed (winners determined by times if there was
more than one race for an age group in an event). This effectively moved the first two days into
one. Quite a feat for the largest outdoor masters nationals ever (1600+ entered). The air quality
improved to about 200 on the air quality index (AQI), but that’s till awful and harmful because of
the particulate matter.

Unfortunately, on Friday, the air was even worse (up to 500 on the AQI, maybe higher—
definitely dark purple on the map), so the day’s competition was scrubbed again. More late-night
reworking of the schedule, especially by Colleen. On Thursday and Friday some Striders drove
around to see covered bridges (Madison County is in the area) or went to Geneva-on-the-Lake, a
resort area on Lake Erie (nice lunch at the resort hotel, a vaguely Coney Island-esque
“boardwalk” of shops and food).

Friday night we had the Striders’ dinner at one of the local wineries—most of the Striders
at the meet joined in the fun, though the usual “How are you doing so far?” type conversation
was practically nil. Ron Benudiz most generously ordered appetizers for both big tables (by the
way, he arrived in Geneva before the rest of us and visited every neighboring town his entire
stay).

On Saturday we were finally in luck—it was practically a miracle, but we were able to
have a four-day meet in two days. A few events were sacrificed like the pentathlon and road race,
and throws and long jump/triple jump competitors were limited to four attempts only but for all
competitors (instead of the top six advancing to finals—three more attempts— after the first three
attempts). The schedule was adjusted to start earlier than originally planned; the indoor track was
used for a number of events, such as the 100, 400, discus (!), and more to help make up for the
two lost days; and amazingly the meet did not run late into the evening. I’'m not sure what kind
of meet we would have had if the indoor track wasn’t available. Last year’s lightning delays in
Alabama were quite meddlesome but not nearly catastrophic like what we experienced this year
with the abominable air quality.

Saturday night was the usual USATF athletes’ banquet. Many Striders (two tables’ worth)
were there to see Striders Damien Leake be inducted into the Masters Track and Field Hall of



Fame witness Kathy Bergen and Ron Stevens being honored as track athletes of the year for their
age groups.

The Striders had some great performances, including sprinters Jeanne Roy, Karen
Maxwell, Rita Hanscom, Ron Stevens, Damien Leake, Tina Bowman, and Brenda Matthews
medaling. Four relay teams were entered, and the two that ran earned gold for W 65 and silver
W70. Ron Benudiz PRed in all his events. Throwers earning medals included Linda Cohn, Stan
Whitlety, Kristin Terpening, Linn Dunton, Carole Jackson, and Tina Bowman. Rita Hanscom
also medaled in the high jump and pole vault, winning both.

As it turned out, the women placed second overall as a team behind Atlanta track Club
(331 points) with 267 points, narrowly beating Greater Philadelphia, who scored 263. The six
points we earned in placing second in the W70 4x100 relay made all the difference in the world—
—and we wouldn’t have had those points if Jeanne hadn’t gotten up after falling just after the
baton exchange, safely retrieved the baton at the curb, gone back to her lane, and raced the baton
to Rita Hanscom, putting us in second for the age group. The few men we had scored 80 points
for eleventh place, and the Striders were fifth overall.

Despite the chaos of the conditions and cancellation of half the meet days, we rose to the
challenges and competed well. Go, Striders!



